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TO ; 
THE HONOVRALE,! 
KNIGHTS CITIZENS AND BVRGESSES | 
Ofrthe Court of Commons aſſembled 


In Parliament, 16 4 1. 


The humble Petition of 
VVilliam Davenant. 


GS Humbly beſeech you to conceiye that I have abſented to pour before the Honourable 
Za) Allembly, rather troma befitting baſhfulneſſe as being an ill obje, than of outward ſence 
: of guilt as being 2 Delinquent. 
S=J| [did belceyeit [were laid aſide awhile, md Cauſe would bee forgotten, becauſeI know not 
b&27| him {trongerthan Suſpitions, and meere opinions can bee hrought againſt mee, unleſle [ 
may perticularly ſuffer for the old infirmitie of that Nation which hath been ever bred with 
the libertie of ſpeaking , andthe yery Mechanicks of Spain are glad they are Spaniards, becauſethey have 
that libertie, 6s thinke that when over-{peaking becomes dangerous, that then they chiefly loſethe libertie 
of a Sub ect. h 

Contesſion is the neereſt way to forgivneſſe therefore I will make haſt to accuſe my ſelte, And ſayit is poſ- 
fibleI may be guiltie of ome nuſ-becomming words, yet not words made into dangerous Principles and 
Maximes, but loſe Arguments : diſputed at Table peryaps withtoo much fancie and heat, and as in ſpeaking 
Hloinwriting, I meancin Letters I haye perhaps commurted Errours, but neyer irreyerently, and malitiouliy 
againſt Parliamentary Government, 
| '  Ihavebeenadmittedintothe company of thoſe noble Gentlemen that are abſent, but never was taken 
| into their Councells : and fſarely for two of them Mr. Ia7mine, avd Sir John Suck/ms, with whom I was 
more particularly acquainted, they were ſtrongly altered, and ina very ſhorttime, it it were posfible, they 
could defigne any thing agaiuſt your happy and glorious proceedings, who both in their Writings and 
Speech, have ſo often extolled the naturall necesfitic of Parliaments here, with extreame ſcorne u pon the 
Incapacitie of any that ſhould perſwade the King he could be tortunate withtut them. 

And itisnot long fince I wrote totheQueens Mrie, jn praiſe of her inclination to become this way the 
Advocate which they preſented to ber forthe Arguments ſake, Ir 1s extantin good hands, and now men- 
tioned in hope it may be accepted as aRecord ot mrtegritie to the Common-wealth. 

It becomes not me to meddle m buſineſſe fo tarre aboye my reach, bur that I perceive Iam unfortunately 
miſtaken to be ill rfteed. 

| doe not certainly know ( I proteſt before God and you) that I haye ſpoken or written any thing that 
way indanger me, but as L urged bofore, it is generally whiſpered, and upon the publication of your 
VIarrant, men did ayoid me, eyen my old Friends like one ſtricken with an intections kind of death, fo 
terrible already is every marke of your diſpleaſure growne, theretore I humbly beſeech your pardon, if a 
fingle Courage flie trom your anger and beg, :you would not interpret as diſobedience my not appearing 
ſince it did rather proceed from a reverend awe your difpleaſure bred in me, which two wayes [conceived I 
might incurre ; Fuſt, by knowing of the departure ot and ingenious Gentleman ( named in the Proclama- 
tion) who lay in my houſe. Andſecondly, by ſomething which might either eſcaped my tongue or ow 

Laſtly, Imoſt humbly implore that as youdaily leave to future times ſomeExamples of your juſtice, {o 
this day you will leave me to poſteritic as amarke ot your Compas(ion, and iet not my flight or other indil- 
cxetions be my ruipe, though contrarieto Dayids opinion, Thavefled trom divine power ( whichis yours by 
deriyation) aud coſc to fallinto the honds ot men, whichare your Qtficers that apprehended me. 


FINIS. 
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Tom London printed, 1 6 41. 


